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October 2, 2020 
 
 
Dear Almont Community Schools Families and Students, 
 
In light of the quarantine of so many of our high school students and staff due to either a presumed or 
actual exposure to COVID-19 last week, we have been reflecting on ways we can avoid future such 
situations.  One area in which we are revising our procedures is in regards to how we screen our absent 
students.   
 
As of Monday, we will be contacting the parents or guardians of any student who is absent for a second 
consecutive day to help them evaluate their student’s symptoms for possible COVID-19 exposure.  This 
is neither meant to be intrusive, nor because we doubt our parents’ and guardians’ judgement when it 
comes to their students.  COVID-19 is a complex virus and the symptoms of COVID-19 mimic common 
ailments that students frequently are absent for.  It is our hope that we can guide parents and guardians 
through these symptoms when making decisions about school attendance. 
 
We can also assist families in finding testing facilities if parents or guardians decide that COVID-19 
testing is an appropriate step for their student. 
 
It is also very important for parents and guardians to understand that our teachers will be flexible with 
students who have to miss school.  These are unpreceded times, and our faculty, staff and 
administration will be working with our families on a case by case basis.   
 
Attached to this letter is a decision tree which can help families in making decisions about COVID-19. 
 
If you have specific questions or concerns which I can address, please do not hesitate to call me, or to 
email me at bkalmar@almontschools.org . 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
William Kalmar, PhD 
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